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SINGLE IN ENGLISH INSPIRED BY SLOVAKIA.
Bratislava-based indie pop-rock band Fortuan released a new single titled "River" on February 10, 2023. This follows their previous three singles, "Catch me if you can" (2021), "Crumbling world" (2022), and "Home" (2022), which received airplay on several radio stations, including Rádio Slovensko and Radio Frontinus.
ENGLISH LYRICS INSPIRED BY THE NATURE OF SLOVAKIA
The English lyrics were again written by the band's lead vocalist and guitarist, Jakub Hančin. Their previous summer single "Home" metaphorically referenced Slovak nature, not only in the music video. "Originally, the song was supposed to be called 'Danube.' I thought that if we wrote a song about Slovakia's largest river in an internationally understandable language, we would attract a wider audience," says Hančin. "The Danube and its surrounding nature contain many hidden symbols and references to Slovakia, just like our new song. However, each listener may find their own meaning in the song's lyrics."
"We wanted a fast rock song that was still simple because we didn't have one yet," explains guitarist Tomáš Marikovič. In addition to Hančin and Marikovič, drummer Daniel Štefanovič also contributed to the song's production.
DO NOT CHANGE THE WINNING TEAM - A GRAMMY-NOMINATED PRODUCER
The song was recorded at the Loft studio in Petržalka with the band's regular sound engineer and drummer, Jarom Žiga Jr. Fortuan began collaborating on mastering and mixing with experienced producer and sound engineer Mario Borgatto from Los Angeles on their previous singles "Catch me if you can" (2021) and "Home" (2022). They repeated the proven process of foreign post-production collaboration this time as well, by approaching producer Math Bishop, who is not only a Grammy nominee but has also worked with music names like The Killers, U2, and Taylor Swift.
"I think this is our best piece," admits Tomáš Marikovič. "We believe that we are advancing in our songwriting. The collaboration with foreign experts in post-production worked well for our previous singles, and radio stations' interest in our songs proves that."

ARTWORK AND THE LYRIC VIDEO GENERATED BY ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
The visual identity of the song "River" was created mostly using artificial intelligence technology called Midjourney. Lead vocalist Jakub Hančin studied artificial intelligence simulation technology in college, so why not try this new technological trend in creating artwork and subsequently in a music video? "Based on the keywords that best capture the essence of the song, the technology offered us over a thousand unique graphics. We used the twenty most interesting images in the lyric video and one as the single's artwork," explains Hančin.




ABOUT THE BAND FORTUAN
Fortuan (421 - English, phonetic translation of Slovakia's telephone prefix) has been on the music scene for almost 5 years. The lineup of three permanent members, friends from high school, was joined by bassist and singer Igor Holka last year.
The band has released 2 EPs, their debut album Flavours in 2020, came in 2nd place in the Pop category at the Rock Maturity band competition, performed on TV JOJ and Markíza, and has had over 50 concerts with their peak performance at the oldest Slovak rock festival TopFest 2022.
Their song "River" had its live premiere at the band's February concert at the Kulturák club in Bratislava.
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ATTACHMENTS:
RIVER - download landing page (ISRC, MP43, WAV) 
RIVER - LYRIC VIDEO (Youtube) 
RIVER - artwork cover 
FORTUAN - official band photo/ credit: Jakub Čajko
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